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NEW ZEALAND CURRICULUM CHINES E DES CRIPTORS   
MANDARIN: YEAR 1-13 

 Lis te ning Re a ding S pea king Writ ing Pres ent ing Viewing 
 

 
Le ve l 1  
 

S tudent s  can unde rs ta nd 
a nd use  familia r 
e xpre s s ions  a nd eve ryda y 
vocabulary. S tudent s  ca n 
inte ra c t  in a  s imple  wa y in 
s upported  s itua t ions  

• Unde rs ta nd a  
ra nge  of words  
a nd fa milia r 
s poke n phra se s   
 

• Unde rs ta nd and 
re s pond to ba s ic  
c la s s room 
ins truct ions  

• Recognis e  a nd 
unde rs tand a  
ra nge  of words  
a nd fa milia r 
phra se s   
 

• Rea d pinyin with 
a t te ntion to 
intona tion a nd 
increa s ing flue ncy 

 
 

• S ay/ re pe a t  a  
few words  and 
s imple  phra se s  
in Chine se  
 

• As k a nd answe r 
que s tions  in 
t e ache r d ire cted  
s itua tions  

• Write  a  few 
words  or s imple  
phra se s  in 
p inyin with 
s upport  e .g. 
comple te  the  
word or phra se  
 

• Write  s ome  
s imple  
p ic tographs  in 
charac te rs  with 
s upport  

• Recite  s imple  
s ongs / poems / 
chant s  in s poke n 
Chine se   

 
 

• Recognis e  tha t  the  ta rge t  
language  is  orga nise d in 
pa rt icula r wa ys  
 

• Recognis e  tha t  Chine se  
is  a  cha ra c te r-ba se d 
language  
 

• Develop an a wa re ne s s  of 
wha t  is  importa nt  within 
Chine se  culture  e .g . 
vide os  a nd visua l ima ge s  
of Chine se  fe s tiva ls  a nd 
a s s oc ia te d  food 
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Le ve l 2  

S tudent s  can unde rs ta nd 
a nd use  familia r 
e xpre s s ions  a nd eve ryda y 
vocabulary. S tudent s  ca n 
inte ra c t  in a  s imple  wa y in 
s upported  s itua t ions .  

• Unde rs ta nd main 
point s  from 
s imple  spoke n 
Chine se  te xt s  on 
a rea s  of own 
background 
 

• Unde rs ta nd s ome  
implie d  me anings  
from s imple  
phra se s  

• Unde rs ta nd main 
point s  from 
s imple  writ te n 
Chine se  te xt s  on 
a rea s  of own 
background 
(mainly pinyin) 
 

• Unde rs ta nd s ome  
implie d  me anings  
from s imple  
phra se s  in 
conte xt 

 

• Excha nge  
pe rsonal 
informat ion with 
t e xt  support  

• Write  s imple  
phra se s  and 
s hort  sentence s  
in p inyin with 
s upport   
 

• Write  s ome  
pic tographs  in 
charac te rs  with 
s upport  

• Give  a  s hort -
s poke n 
pre senta t ion or 
pre sent  a  vis ua l 
t e xt  a bout  the ir 
own ba ckground 
with support  e .g. 
s e lf-int roduct ion 
ba se d on tea che r 
modelling 

 

• Recognis e  bas ic  
p ic tographic  cha ra c te r 
 

• S ta rt  to ide nt ify 
connect ions  be twee n 
Chine se  and the ir own 
culture (s ) e .g .  vide os  a nd 
vis ua l image s  of Chines e  
Ne w Yea r a nd Chris tmas , 
hand s igna ls  for numbe rs  

Le ve l 3  

S tudent s  can unde rs ta nd 
a nd cons t ruc t  s imple  t ext s  
us ing the ir knowledge  of 
the  ta rge t  la nguage . 
S tudent s  can de s cribe  
a s pe c ts  of the ir own 
background a nd immedia te  
e nvironme nt. 

• Unde rs ta nd main 
point s  a nd s ome  
de ta ils  from 
s imple  spoke n 
Chine se  te xt s  on 
a rea s  of own 
background 
 

• Unde rs ta nd s ome  
implie d  me anings  
from s imple  te xt s  

• Unde rs ta nd the  
main point s  and 
s ome  of the  de ta il 
from s imple  
Chine se  writ t en 
t e xt  on a rea s  of 
own ba ckground 
(pinyin and some  
charac te rs )  
 

• Unde rs ta nd s ome  
implie d  me anings  
from s imple  te xt s  

• Interac t  us ing 
s poke n Chine se  
to communica te  
a s pe c ts  of the ir 
own ba ckground 
e .g . a s king and 
a nswering 
que s tions  about  
pe rsonal likes / 
d is like s  

• Write  s imple  
t e xt s  des cribing 
a s pe c ts  of the ir 
own ba ckground 
with support . 
 

• Write  
p ic tographs  and 
commonly us ed 
words  in 
charac te rs  

• Give  a  s poken 
pre senta t ion tha t  
communica tes  
s imple  informa t ion 
a bout  the ir own 
background a nd 
imme dia te  
e nvironme nt  e .g. 
s e lf-int roduct ion  

• Recognis e  a  few 
component s  a nd ra dica ls  
in cha rac te rs  a nd use  
them to ma ke  me aning 
e .g . kou口, chi吃, he喝,  

zui嘴 

 
• Identify connect ions  

be twe en Chine se  and 
the ir own culture (s ) e .g.  
vide os  a nd visua l ima ge s  
of Chine se  New Yea r and 
Chris tma s , ha nd s ignals  
for numbe rs  
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Le ve l 4  

S tudent s  can unde rs ta nd 
a nd cons t ruc t  s imple  t ext s  
us ing the ir knowledge  of 
the  ta rge t  la nguage . 
S tudent s  can de s cribe  
a s pe c ts  of the ir own 
background a nd immedia te  
e nvironme nt. 

• Unde rs ta nd main 
point s  a nd s ome  
de ta ils  from 
s imple  spoke n 
Chine se  te xt s  on 
a rea s  of own 
background a nd 
imme dia te  
e nvironme nt 

• Unde rs ta nd s ome  
implie d  me anings  
from s imple  te xt s  

 

• Unde rs ta nd main 
point s  a nd s ome  
de ta ils  from 
s imple  Chine se  
t e xt s  on a re a s  of 
own ba ckground 
a nd immedia te  
e nvironme nt  
(charac te rs  and 
s ome  glos sed 
vocabulary) 

• Unde rs ta nd s ome  
implie d  me anings  
from s imple  te xt s  

• Interac t  us ing 
s poke n Chine se  
to communica te  
a s pe c ts  of the ir 
own ba ckground 
a nd immedia te  
e nvironme nt   

• Write  s imple  
t e xt s  des cribing 
a s pe c ts  of the ir 
own ba ckground 
a nd immedia te  
e nvironme nt  
e .g . se lf-
int roductory 
e mail to a  
home s tay family 

• Give  a  s poken 
pre senta t ion tha t  
communica tes  
s imple  informa t ion 
a bout  the ir own 
background a nd 
imme dia te  
e nvironme nt  e .g. 
int roduce  your 
family 

• Recognis e  compone nt s  
a nd radica ls  in cha ra c te rs  
a nd use  them to ma ke  
mea ning 
 

• Recognis e  s imila rit ie s  
a nd diffe rence s  be twe en 
Chine se  culture  and othe r 
known culture (s ) 

 
• Recognis e  the  va riability 

within Chine se  culture  
 

• Unde rs ta nd tha t  Chines e  
language  ha s  a  de eper 
cultura l mea ning e .g. lǜ 
màozi (gree n ha t  me ans  
s ome one  ha s  be t ra yed a  
pa rtne r) 
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Le ve l 5   

S tudent s  can unde rs ta nd 
a nd produce  more  comple x 
language . They ca n 
communica te  be yond the  
imme dia te  conte xt, for 
e xample , about pa s t  a nd 
future  eve nt s . S tudent s  
ca n unde rs ta nd and 
produce  a  va rie ty of t e xt  
type s .  

• Unde rs ta nd main 
point s  a nd s ome  
de ta ils  from a  
varie ty of s poken 
Chine se  te xt s  on 
a rea s  of mos t  
imme dia te  
re levance   
 

• Unde rs ta nd s ome  
implie d  me anings  
with te xt s  

• Demons t ra te  
unde rs tanding by 
finding main 
point s  a nd de ta ils  
from a  va rie ty of 
Chine se  te xt s  on 
a rea s  of mos t  
imme dia te  
re levance  
 

• Unde rs ta nd s ome  
implie d  me anings  
with te xt s   

 

• Interac t  us ing 
s poke n Chine se  
to communica te  
pe rsonal 
informat ion, 
ide as  and 
opinions  in 
d iffe re nt  
s itua tions                                                                                                                                                                                                           

• Write  a  va rie ty 
of te xt s  in 
Chine se  by 
communica t ing 
beyond the  
imme dia te  
conte xt  e .g. 
writ ing  a bout  
upcoming  
wee kend plans      
 
 
 
 

                                                

• Give  a  s poken 
pre senta t ion tha t  
communica tes  
pe rsonal 
informat ion a nd 
ide as  e .g. ta lk 
a bout  your da ily 
routine  

 

• Recognis e  a spec t s  of 
mode rn Chine se  culture  
e .g . watch a  documentary 
a bout  one -child  policy, 
e nvironme nta l is s ue s  e t c. 
a nd reflec t  on its  impa ct   
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Le ve l 6  (NCEA L1 ) 
S tude nt s  ca n unde rs ta nd a nd 
produce  more  c omple x 
la ngua ge . The y ca n 
communica te  be yond the  
imme dia te  conte xt , for 
e xa mple , a bout  pa s t  a nd 
future  e ve nt s . S tude nt s  ca n 
unde rs ta nd a nd produce  a  
va rie ty of t e xt  type s .  

• Demons t ra te  
unde rs tanding of 
main point s  and 
de ta ils  from a  
varie ty of s poken 
Chine se  te xt s  on 
a rea s  of mos t  
imme dia te  
re levance  e .g . 
pe rsonal t ext s  
 

• Demons t ra te  
unde rs tanding of 
implie d  me anings  
or conclus ions  
within te xt s   

 
 

• Demons t ra te  
unde rs tanding by 
ma king mea ning 
of the  re leva nt  
informat ion, 
ide as , a nd/ or 
opinions  from a  
varie ty of Chine se  
t e xt s  on a re a s  of 
mos t  imme dia te  
re levance  e .g . a  
le t t e r to thank the  
hos t  family  

• Interac t  us ing 
s poke n Chine se  
to communica te  
pe rsonal 
informat ion, 
ide as  and 
opinions  in a  
varie ty of 
d iffe re nt  
s itua tions  

• Write  a  va rie ty 
of te xt  type s  in 
Chine se  on 
a rea s  of mos t  
imme dia te  
re levance  e .g . 
holiday 
e xpe rience  

 

• Give  a  s poken 
pre senta t ion in 
Chine se  tha t  
communica tes  a  
pe rsonal res ponse  
e .g . de scrip tion of 
a  s chool day 

• Compa re  and cont ra s t  
Chine se  culture  and othe r 
known culture (s ) e .g . 
Chine se  New Yea r and 
Chris tma s  cus toms 

• Unde rs ta nd ways  in 
which the  Chine se  
language  and culture  is  
orga nise d for d iffe re nt  
purpose s  

 
Le ve l 7  (NCEA L2 ) 
 
S tudent s  can use  la nguage  
varia bly and effe c tive ly to 
e xpre s s  a nd jus tify the ir 
own idea s  a nd opinions  a nd 
s upport  or cha llenge  those  
of othe rs . They a re  able  to 
us e  a nd ide ntify the  
linguis t ic  and cultura l 
forms  tha t  guide  
inte rpre ta tion a nd enable  

• Demons t ra te  
unde rs tanding of 
a  va rie ty of 
s poke n Chine se  
t e xt s  on familia r 
ma tt e rs  e .g. 
t rave l 
 

• Demons t ra te  
unde rs tanding of 
implie d  me anings  
or conclus ions  
within a  va rie ty of 
t e xt s  on familia r 

• Demons t ra te  
unde rs tanding of 
a  va rie ty of 
writ t en a nd/ or 
vis ua l Chine se  
t e xt s  on familia r 
ma tt e rs , e .g . why 
s hould  we  lea rn 
Chine se ?   blog 
a bout  a  busy 
pe riod, email 
a bout  some one  
moving to a  ne w 
c ity 

• Interac t  us ing 
s poke n Chine se  
to s ha re  
informat ion a nd 
jus tify idea s  a nd 
opinions  in 
d iffe re nt  
s itua tions  e .g.  
d iscus s ion with 
frie nds  a bout  
ca re er opt ions  

• Write  a  va rie ty 
of te xt  type s  in 
Chine se  to 
conve y 
informat ion, 
ide as , a nd 
opinions  in 
genuine  
conte xt s  

 

• Give  a  s poken 
pre senta t ion in 
Chine se  tha t  
communica tes  
informat ion, idea s  
a nd opinions  e .g . 
welcome  to my 
c ity/ s chool spe ech  

• Be gin to ana lyse  ways  
tha t  Chine s e  la ngua ge  
a nd culture  is  organise d 
for d iffe re nt  purpos e s  
a nd analyse  ways  in 
which the se  a re  de s igne d 
for d iffe re nt  audience s  
e .g . propaga nda  a nd 
s logans  s uch a s  “好好学习

，天天向上” （hǎoha o 

xué xí, t iā nt ia n xià ng 
s hàng) 
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them to re spond crit ica lly 
to t e xt s .  

ma tte rs   • Demons t ra te  
unde rs tanding of 
implie d  me anings  
or conclus ions  
within a  va rie ty of 
t e xt s  on familia r 
ma tt e rs  

 

 
Le ve l 8  (NCEA L3 ) 
 
S tudent s  can use  la nguage  
varia bly and effe c tive ly to 
e xpre s s  a nd jus tify the ir 
own idea s  a nd opinions  a nd 
s upport  or cha llenge  those  
of othe rs . They a re  able  to 
us e  a nd ide ntify the  
linguis t ic  and cultura l 
forms  tha t  guide  
inte rpre ta tion a nd enable  
them to re spond crit ica lly 
to t e xt s .  

• Demons t ra te  
unde rs tanding of 
a  va rie ty of 
e xte nded s poken 
Chine se  te xt s  
from va rie d  
pe rspe c tive s    
 

• Demons t ra te  
unde rs tanding of 
implie d  me anings  
or conclus ions  
within e xte nded 
t e xt s . *Extended 
t e xt s  =  beyond 
imme dia te  
conte xt  & 
unfamilia r 
ma tt e rs  

 

• Demons t ra te  
unde rs tanding of 
a  va rie ty of 
e xte nded writ t en 
a nd/ or vis ua l 
Chine se  te xt s  
from va rie d  
pe rspe c tive s  
 

• Demons t ra te  
unde rs tanding of 
implie d  me anings  
or conclus ions  
within e xte nded 
t e xt s  e .g . 
d iscus s ing the  
va lue  of the  
inte rne t 

 
 

• Interac t  clea rly 
us ing spoke n 
Chine se  to 
e xplore  a nd 
jus tify va ried  
ide as  and 
pe rspe c tive s  in 
d iffe re nt  
s itua tions  e .g. 
pros  a nd cons  of 
be ing a  
t e ena ge r in Ne w 
Ze ala nd 
compa red to be  
a  t eenager in 
China   

• Write  a  va rie ty 
of te xt  type s  in 
c le a r Chine s e  to 
e xplore  a nd 
jus tify va ried  
ide as  and 
pe rspe c tive s   

 

• Give  a  clea r 
s poke n 
pre senta t ion in 
Chine se  tha t  
communica tes  a  
c rit ica l res ponse  
to s t imulus  
ma te ria l e .g . 
revie w and re fle c t  
on a  cultura l 
e xpe rience  

•  Analys e  wa ys  in which 
Chine se  language  and 
culture  is  organis ed for 
d iffe re nt  purpos e s  a nd 
a na lyse  ways  in which 
the se  a re  de s igned for 
d iffe re nt  audience s  
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