NZ Korean Study Tour
By Charlotte Clech, Baradene College (2018)

“안녕하세요! My name is Charlotte Clech
and I am the Head of the Languages
Faculty at Baradene College. I started to
learn Korean through ILEP in August last
year and since then I have wanted to visit
Korea and discover the culture and
language of this fascinating country. So
imagine how lucky I felt when I was
accepted to be part of a delegation of
school principals and senior management
to go on a study tour of Korea in April, organised by the Korean Education Centre!
The aim of the trip was to enhance knowledge and understanding of South Korean contemporary culture,
tradition and the educational system, to build a network to support Korean language learning in local
schools and to facilitate on-/offline educational exchange between New Zealand and South Korean
schools. For me, it added the extra value of being able to practice my newly-acquired Korean language
skills. I just couldn’t wait…
Well, I didn’t have to. As we met at the airport for the first time, I felt a bit shy amongst the school

principals but I just had to go for it! As the roll was taken, I couldn’t help but respond “있어요
(i-sseo-yo)” (I am here!) when my name was called. I had to be upfront. Even though I have only been
learning Korean for a few months and my speaking skills are rather limited, I had to make it clear I would
grab every opportunity to speak (and show off). There were some weird looks, but everyone was
impressed. I just know.
And that’s how it started. From then on, I couldn’t help but read every single sign in Korean from the
“group check-in” at the airport to the hotel rules or explanations at the museum. Not that I could
understand what they meant, it just felt so good to be able to read words in a script different from your
own.
The whole tour was really amazing. On the first day we took the high speed train to Gyeongju and visited
Bulguksa Temple. This is a Unesco World heritage site, a Buddhist temple located in beautiful
surroundings in the countryside. This was followed by a visit to the Gyeongju National Museum. We then
went to Donggung Palace and Wolji Pond at dusk. The illumination of the buildings and reflections on the
water were beautiful. And this was just the first day.
We were lucky to see a variety of sites, from museums, temples and palaces such as the renowned
Gyeongbokgung and Gyeonghuigung palaces, to busy shopping streets and we even went to see a Nanta
Show, a unique performance with an interesting mix of comedy theatre, culinary experience and
traditional rhythms.
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(continued)
Meals were such an experience! We tried a wide range of traditional food, from the delicious bibimbap to
the famous kimchi. Meats, seafood, vegetables cooked in a variety of ways. Whether it was lunch or
dinner, the dishes just kept coming! Tip: Always try to
have a Korean person at your table to tell you what those
dishes actually are, as it is not always straightforward.
One of the highlights of the trip was going to the DMZ, the
demilitarized zone, a strip of land separating North and
South Korea. We went through one of the tunnels dug by
North Koreans and stood on an observatory platform with
an open view on North Korea. It was fascinating to hear
about the history of the two countries and particularly
interesting to be there as the meeting between the two heads of states was about to take place.
Part of this study tour was also about visiting schools and
educational places. We were warmly welcomed by
students and staff and could observe the new innovative
policies in Korean primary schools and look at the value of
international exchanges, how connections can be made
between New Zealand and Korean schools.
It was overall an unforgettable experience. Spending a
week with education professionals, sharing ideas and
views on different education systems, and how we can all
do something to help children grow and learn in today’s world and become global citizens.
It was my first time in Korea and hopefully not the last. I
want to keep learning Korean to be able to have real
conversations with the people I meet. I want to learn
more about the culture and the history of the land. I want
my students to discover this great country and all it has to
offer.
Watch this space…
A big thank you to the Korean Education Centre in New
Zealand for organising this wonderful study tour and
giving me this unique opportunity to discover Korea.
Another thank you goes to ILEP Korean Language Mentor
Hyun-Joo Kim for teaching me Korean over the last three
terms, always being patient with me and encouraging me
to apply for this trip. 고맙습니다 !
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