Japanese Immersion Programme –
Kansai
by Declan Stagg, Palmerston Boys’ High School, 2017
The Kansai Immersion Programme is a must do for any and all Japanese teachers. The Japan
Foundation were very accommodating: between the Taiko Drumming and the Ikebana
Flower Arranging, to the Osaka Orientation and school visits, there was always something
interesting around the corner. With a couple of free days, there was more than enough
time to go exploring outside of what the centre had prepared.
Cultural activities such as Taiko drumming provided a perfect icebreaker while the Ikebana
lessons got us all out of our comfort zones. Orienteering in Osaka, Ukiyoe Workshop in
Kyoto both provided opportunities to get out and explore the cities and all they have to
offer. While back at base, workshops and presentations on teaching, resources and
materials provided the perfect start
for conversations and reflections on
our own teaching practices. Finally,
the experiences of going into a
Japanese High School and Primary
School really helped to understand
how they differ to schools in New
Zealand.
But what really made the trip for
me, was the participants. My initial
thoughts (being a young, male teacher) were that this wasn’t going to be fun. Oh boy was I
wrong. The ladies I met on this trip were some of the most inspiring and interesting
teachers I’ve met to date. Between discussing how to
teach the language and arguing over certain school rules,
we had a load of fun adventuring around the place and
getting up to all sorts of shenanigans. As amazing as it
was to experience Osaka, Kyoto and Nara for the first
time, it was made even better by the presence of these
people alone. Without their guidance, wisdom and sense
of humour, I’d probably still be lost in Osaka right now.
If anyone is thinking of applying for this, or any other
programme like it, I say go for it. No matter your
language ability or school you teach at, there is sure to
be something valuable for everyone in this programme.
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