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Book reviews – Suggestions for your PLD library

More book reviews and other resources are available in the Resources section on the ILEP website. 

Becoming a “Wiz” at Brain-based Teaching  
How to make every year your best year
Author: Marilee Sprenger, Publisher: Skyhorse Publishing, 2015

The author of this book is a professional 
development consultant engaged in raising 
student achievement using brain-based teaching 
strategies, differentiation and memory research. 
The first part of the book explains current brain 
research and how an understanding of the brain 
can be used to enhance educational outcomes for 
students.

She then goes on to describe the stress response 
and ways to reduce stress in students; emotional intelligence and ways 
to build social-emotional skills; cognitive skills and ways to promote 
cognitive growth and the different memory systems in the brain. Finally 
she talks about brain-based techniques for classroom control.

This is a stimulating book with lots of good advice.

Classroom Instruction that Works 
Research-based strategies for increasing student achievement
Author: Ceri B. Dean et al., Publisher: ASCD, 2nd edition, 2012 

Subtitled Research-Based Strategies for 
Increasing Student Achievement, this book 
is wonderful!   It breaks classroom instruction 
down into 3 main categories – the environment 
for learning, helping students develop 
understanding and helping students extend and 
apply knowledge.   Within those 3 broad areas 
they identify 9 categories of strategies to improve 
instructional planning.

Each chapter focuses on a category and includes information that 
describes the strategies, how to use them, when they are most effective 
and why they work.   Included are such things as Setting Objectives 
and Providing Feedback, Reinforcing Effort and Providing Recognition, 
Cooperative Learning, Cues Questions and Advance Organisers, Non-
linguistic Representations, Summarising and Note-taking, Assigning 
Homework and Providing Practice, Identifying Similarities and 
Differences and Generating and Testing Hypotheses.

A very useful book for any PD library.

Webinars presented by the authors are available on the publisher’s 
website.

Doing Task-based Teaching  
(Oxford Handbook for Language Teachers) 
Author: Dave Willis and Jane Willis 
Publisher: Oxford University Press, 2007

Just the appendices in this book are worth the 
purchase price.  Packed full of useful, innovative 
ideas, the authors have drawn on their own and 
many other teachers’ experiences from around 
the world to show how task-based teaching works 
in practice and how it can impact on the learning 
outcomes for students.

Most of the book focuses on task sequencing, 
task design and ultimately building a task-
based syllabus.  There are many examples of 

specific tasks used by teachers as well as ways to adapt and refine 
tasks to tailor them to particular purposes.  Each of the seven broad 
parameters in task design is further broken down into specific aspects 
that can be adjusted in different ways depending on desired outcomes.

The aim is to supply teachers with everything they need to turn their 
practice into a task-based approach.

Visible Learning for Teachers: Maximising impact on learning 
Author: John Hattie, Publisher: Routledge, 2012

Many of us are very familiar with John Hattie’s 
research and writing.  He has spent his career 
focusing on the attributes of schooling that make 
a difference to student learning and measures 
these in terms of their effect size on student 
learning.

This book seeks to make that research available to 
teachers in a way that is practical and achievable 
and in Hattie’s words “visible”.  Chapters cover 
preparing lessons, starting lessons, the learning 

flow, giving feedback and lesson endings.

Hattie starts from the assumption that the quality of teaching makes 
all the difference and his final chapter discusses eight mindframes for 
teachers and leaders.  He concludes by saying that a teacher’s role is 
to evaluate their effect on their students.  Knowing and understanding 
their impact will improve outcomes for students.

What does this look like in the classroom? 
Bridging the Gap between Research and Practice
Author: Carl Hendrick and Robin MacPherson  
Publisher: John Catt Educational Ltd, UK. 2017 

This is a very practical book.  Topics covered 
include Assessment, Behaviour, Reading and 
Literacy, Special Educational Needs, Motivation, 
Memory and Recall, Classroom Talk, Learning 
Myths, Technology and Independent Learning.  
Each chapter starts with a synthesis of best 
practice and latest research.  This is followed by 
two teachers answering a range of questions on 
the topic posed by other teachers.

Although the questions relate to the British 
system, the advice given is relevant to us in New Zealand and the many 
examples and diagrams are immediately applicable to any context.

There is a suggested reading list at the end of the book which also 
includes some free resources.

Worksheets Don’t Grow Dendrites 
20 Instructional Strategies That Engage the Brain 
Author: Marcia L. Tate, Publisher: Corwin Press. 3rd edition, 2016 

This book seeks to provide teachers with a range 
of strategies that will impact on student learning.  
The author’s focus is on brain-compatible 
instruction which assumes that the classroom 
will be a positive environment, with lots of 
visual input, music, and highly relevant lessons 
where students are talking about content.  The 
lessons will have high challenge and low stress 
and content is taught in chunks with activity – 
students move to learn.  

There are 20 different strategies covered in the book and each chapter 
talks about what the strategy is, why it is useful, how to use it and ends 
with a reflection and application process for the teacher.  Strategies 
talked about include brainstorming, graphic organisers, metaphors, 
problem-based learning, storytelling and technology etc.

This is a very useful book for any year level and across all subject areas.

https://ilep.ac.nz/resources
http://www.ascd.org/professional-development/webinars/classroom-instruction-that-works-webinars.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/professional-development/webinars/classroom-instruction-that-works-webinars.aspx
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Growing language learning 
in New Zealand
www.ilep.ac.nz

7099
languages

7.5 
billion 
people

"One language 
sets you in a 

corridor for life. 
Two languages 

open every door 
along the way."

Frank Smith

The power of 
language

LANGUAGES LINK PEOPLE 

LOcALLy ANd GLObALLy

studENts LEArNiNG 
A fOrEiGN LANGuAGE:

EU = 90%
NZ = 27%

"If you talk to 
a man in a language 
he understands, that 

goes to his head. If you 
talk to him in his own 
language, that goes 

to his heart"
Nelson Mandela

FUN! CHALLENGING! ENGAGiNG!
INsPirAtiONAL!STUDENTS SAY LEARNING 

A LANGUAGE IS:

(2012/2013. Study hours not specified.)

DON’t GEt LEft bEhiNd!

Brain
power!
•  Boosts skills in other learning 

areas like Maths and English
• Improves decision-making
• Sharpens cognitive skills
• Improves attention 
• Increases memory 
• Mental health benefits
•  Your brain actually gets bigger!

Personal growth
•  Equips students for living in a 

world of diversity
•  Promotes open-mindedness and 

tolerance
•  Raises cultural sensitivity
•  Builds up self-confidence
•  Increases understanding of own 

language and culture
•  Broadens horizons
•  Makes travelling easier and 

intensifies travel experiences

Opportunities
in a globalised
world
•  Greater employment and study 

opportunities worldwide
•  Trade is essential to New Zealand’s 

economic prosperity
•  84% of Kiwis think it is important  

to develop ties with Asian nations
•  The EU is NZ’s most significant 

science and innovation relationship 
•  Latin America is a key partner for 

NZ trade, especially for agricultural 
cooperations


