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While writing this letter, I still
remember the “motivation letter” I
had to write to join the program and
become the language assistant in
New Zealand. I expressed high
hopes and interest in this
programme because it was very
important for my professional
development. However, It wasn’t
only about my career. I wanted to
move to another country, to learn a
new culture and to improve my
English.
I have a job in Spain. I’m an English
Teacher for Primary School and an
Economics Teacher for Secondary
School. I’m a curious person and
always have the need to explore the
world. My curiosity was one of the
reasons why I have chosen New
Zealand. ‘Wasn’t there any place
further?’ - laughed my relatives and
friends when I got offered the
position of the Language Adviser in
New Zealand. I did not want to miss
opportunity to move to the other
side of the world.

Mariam in Cape Reinga

I remember when I first arrived to
New Zealand ILEP team took a great
care of me and other Language
Advisers. I had lots of support and
everything was very well organized. The team was very helpful. The support is crucial when you are new to the country and the
adaptation could be difficult. I felt very welcomed by everyone.
School teachers were very kind and always tried to help me in class. Students were always very interested in learning more
about my country and our lifestyle. They always had lots of questions. They weren’t only learning Spanish language, but the
country and culture at the same time.
I’m also a dancer, and I had the opportunity to teach them some Spanish dances like “sevillanas” or some Latin rhythms, like
salsa and bachata. And we also cooked tortilla de patatas and played some Spanish games. They enjoyed it a lot! It was another
way of involving them in the Spanish culture.
When I return to Spain, I will show my students everything I have learned about New Zealand. Due to the distance, sometimes it
seems that this country doesn’t even exist. From my own experience, there is so much to discover in New Zealand . Without a
doubt, the position of the Language Assistant will help you to realize how much world has to offer, so don’t miss it!

